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Brightening with Curves plus Tweaking Color & Tonal Contrast

A dark rainy (~ 4”) autumn day in a
Maine forest (my kind of day). Me
and my gear were ready and dressed
for it. I was pleased with the result
except for the upper right quadrant
and lower left corner. What little
light there was came from the right,
leaving these two area in heavy
shade. Not a problem. After a
simple curves adjustment and a few
color & tonal contrast tweaks, it
was a keeper.

Now, it’s ten years later, and I’m
looking for images to try with
Affinity Photo. I pulled out this
Nikon RAW file and did nothing
more, for a start, but convert it to a
JPEG - no adjustments made
during the conversion.That JPEG
is what you see at the upper left.

The image at the bottom left is the
Affinity Photo result.This example
will show the steps used.

The RAW conversion was done using
Adobe Camera Raw with an ancient
copy of Photoshop Elements 11 which
I bought years ago. I use(d) it for
conversion and as a host for the Nik
software suite. I’m an experienced
photographer and have converted
tens-of-thousands of RAW files with
no problems - until I tried AP’s
develop persona, that is.

Before going any further, I wanted to deal with
the image’s two dark area.The lighting doesn’t
match the rest of the image. It needs to be more
even.

It’s best to fix this first, before making further
adjustments. Saving it until later risks having
this, as a last minute adjustment, adversely
affect earlier changes.

I’ll do this brightening in two steps. First, a
global brightening using the curves adjustment.

The dark area still need some help.The HSL
adjustment layer can provide help with colors,
especially lightening the greens on the far bank.
Once done, you’ll see that the already-light left
bank also got included.

Here’s an easy way to fix that selectively. Select >
Tonal Range > Select Darktones to get the
marching ants. Next, use the adjustment layer’s
mask property to mask out everything except
the far bank (see the
layer’s panel to the
left - black
conceals). Remember to
set the brush hardness to
zero for a soft edge
between the light and dark
areas..

https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/tutorials/photo/desktop/
https://affinity.help/photo/en-US.lproj/index.html
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Nik Silver Efex Pro B&W image made using SEP preset #015

The layer containing the image is at the top of the layer stack
using Luminosity blending and an opacity of 33%

This final step uses the Nik Silver Efex Pro plugin to create
a B&W image (SEP preset #015).The blend mode, for the
resulting B&W, is set to Luminosity with an opacity of
33%. Explanation is here (also, check the note in the
screenshot above).

The no-plugin alternative is to skip the Merge Visible step &
create the B&W image using an AP adjustment layer like
Black and White. But, for a good B&W image, nothing
can match Nik’s SEP.

https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/tutorials/photo/desktop/
https://affinity.help/photo/en-US.lproj/index.html
https://edknepleyphoto.photos/2012/02/21/the-magic-of-luminosity-blending-part-4-summary-2/
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AFTERVERSION

Before is on next page

https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/tutorials/photo/desktop/
https://affinity.help/photo/en-US.lproj/index.html
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This is the captured version.

Copy it and follow this
editing example yourself.

https://affinity.serif.com/en-us/tutorials/photo/desktop/
https://affinity.help/photo/en-US.lproj/index.html

